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DJIBOUTI 


PRESIDENT GOULED APTIDON'S VISIT TO EGYPT POSTPONED 
1D271850Y Djibouti Domestic Service in Somali 1645 GMT 27 Jul 78 ID 


[Summary] Because President as-Sadat of Egypt has to attend to a great deal of business 
which has arisen from new developments, the visit to Egypt of President Hassan Gouled 
Aptidon of Djibouti, which was planned for tomorrow, has been postponed, 


ETHIOPIA 
PMAC MEMBER ON APPROACHING LIBERATION OF ERITREA 
1D271204Y Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 1700 GMT 26 Jul 78 LD/EA 


[Summary] Lt Col Berharm Baye, Provisional Military Administrative Council Standing 
Comnittee member in charge of foreign affairs, today briefed the seminar being held at 
Asmara municipality to investigate the Eritrean problem on efforts made internally and 
externally by the goverrment to solve the problem. He said that all the efforts have 
been fruitless and added: 


"Since their objectives ana attitudes turned out to be reactionary, denying history, 
opposed to the oppressed and aimed at selling Eritrea to Arabs, henceforth the alternative 
for Ethiopia is to crush the secessionists who are enemies of the broad masses by a just 
class and armed struggle; to free the oppressed masses of the Eritrea Administrative 
Region from their pressure to enable the people to struggle for peace, freedom, equality, 
democracy and justice; ami to let them share the gains of the revolution, 


"TMmerefore, Comrade Lt Col Berhanu Baye concluded, since the people's liberation army, 
fully aware of what and for whom it is fighting, is repeating the eastern victory in the 
north by crushing the secessionists and also by rehabilitating the oppressed masses of 
Eritrea Administrative Region, the time when the broad oppressed masses of Eritrea will 
be libercted is approaching." 


NROC ANNOUNCES REOPENING OF ASMARA-ADDIS ABABA ROAD 
1D271816Y Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 1700 GMT 27 Jul 78 LD/EA 


[Text] The National Revolutionary Operations Command [NROC] announced today that the 

24 Revolutionary Liberation Army, which is scoring victory after victory in the northern 
war front, today opened the higtwey linking Asmara with Addis Ababa, which had been cut 
off from the hinterland for a long time as a result of the banditry of the treacherous 
secessionist groups, 


Announcing the victory, the NROC revealed this evening that our 2d Revolutionary Libera- 
tion Army is achieving additional victories on the northern front, Task Force 503, which 
started moving from Axum and Adwa, ¢aptured Mandafara on 23 July after capturing strategic 
sites and various towns, is contiming its advance, 


At 0900 Task Force 506, which had enlarged the defense zone of Asmara and captured the 
town of (Sheketi), advanced to meet Task Force 503 at Dibarwa, The two units exchanged 
greetings and badges while opening the Asmara-~Addis Ababa road. which had long been cut. 
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Dibarwa, where the two victorious task forces met, is the site of a copper mine. The 
secessionist bandit organization had not only kept the mine closed for a long time to 
deprive the proletarians of the Eritrea Administrative Region of its wealth, but had 
also destroyed tne equipment and completely disrupted the o:ganization of the mine. 


%® Shall be reporting the ceremony at the place of victory and details on how the 
highway was reopened. 


YOUTHS TO POLITICIZE IN REGAIVED TERRITORIES 
LD271750Y Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 1030 GMT 27 Jul 78 LD/EA 


{[Swamary] Three hundred young people from No 20 urban dwellers association of Mekelle 
town will soon leave for libe ated districts, subdistricts and localities in the 
northern region to resettle and politicize the people in the region, and to strengthen 
and organize farmers' associations. 


The 245 men and 55 women are leaving with the Provisional Military Administrative 
Council's blessing. 


PDRY INTERIOR MINISTER ARRIVES IN ADDIS ABABA 
(£)27135.¥ Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 1030 GMT 27 Jul 78 LD/EA 


[Excerpt] Comrade Salih Muslih al-Qasim, member of the Political Bureau and interior 
minister of the PDRY, arrived in Addis Ababa this morning to deliver a message to 

Comrade Lt Col Mengistu Haile Mariam, chairman of the Provisional Military Administrative 
Council and of the Council of Ministers, from the leader of his country. 


MENGISTU SENDS MESSAGE TO HAVANA YOUTH FESTIVAL 
LD271752Y Addis / »aba Damestic Service in Amharic 1030 GMT 27 Jul 78 LD/BA 


[Summary] Lt Col Mengistu Haile Mariam has sent a message to the chairman of the 
World Youth Pestival Preparatory Committee. The message thanks the committee for 
arranging the festival and the Cuban people for hosting it. 


It also says: "In 1974, after the upsurge of our revolution, imperialists and reactionary 
forces rose against us from several directions to test out unity and revolution. Recently, 
the gallant peoples of Ethiopia, with the assistance of socialist countries, peace-loving 
peoples and progressive forces have crushed the invasion of the reactionary goverrment 

of Mogadiscio. Ethiopia extends its thanks to the democratic forces which helped her 
safeguard her national unity and revolution, and in particular to the USSR, Cuba, the 

PDRY and the GDR, which gave us unreserved and genuine assistance, while the reactionary 
government of Mogadiscio is still infiltrating regular troops into Ethiopia and inflict- 
ing damage to life and property, imperialism and internal reactionary forces are 
intensifying their desperate acts in the north. There is no doubt that the heroic 
Ethiopian people, assisted by peace-loving peoples, progressives and democratic forces 
supporting their genuine objectives, will come out victorious over imperialism and 
reactionary forces. We are confident that Ethiopia will not be a second Chile." 


Expressing gratitude to the preparatory canmittee, the World Youth Federation, Cuba and 
to all participants in the festival, Lieutenant Colonel Mengistu's message concludes by 
declaring that progressive youth will win, imperialism, colonialism, fascism and apart- 
heid will be destroyed, and the world will be socialist. 
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EPLF OFFICIAL DENIES CONTACTS WITH USSR, WANTS SUPERPOWERS OUT 
LD271157Y Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 22 Jul 78 p10 Review section) LD 


[Helena salem interview with Eritrean People's Liberation Front Central Committee 
member Eremias Debessai: “Eritrea: Eremias Debessai talks to EXPRESSO about his 
people's lonely struggle"--date and place not specified] 


[Text] Question: Does the Eritrean liberation movement deny the possibility of a 
peaceful solution to the conflict with Ethiopia?’ 


Answer: Recently--2 weeks ago--we ourselves proposed a peaceful solution to the war: 
that negotiations be held to resolve the problem with Ethiopia. And we said openly 
that we could reach an agreement; without any precondition. But the Ethiopians refused, 
Saying that they wanted to resolve the problem militarily. This was in no way a 
retreat but merely a demonstration that we wanted peace. Since we are revolutionaries, 
we want peace and progress and not the annihilation of peoples. The Ethiopians clain 
that we rejected their earlier proposal of negotiations, but they were insisting on 
setting preconditions ‘a nine-point plan), envisaging gutonomy for Eritrea, whi‘ch is 
contrary to our interests, sixrce we are struggling for our country's total independence. 


Question: What exactly are the differences between your movement--the Eritrean People's 
Liberation Front [EPLF }--and the Eritrean Liberation Front [ELF )’ 


Answer: We have ideological and political differences. We left the ELF in 1970 

because we regarded it as a reactionary organization dominated by feudalists. Previ- 
ously we had attempted to change the ELF's line, but the results were murders and 
outrages, and so we decided tw set up the EPLF. Between 1972 and 197% the ELF unleashed 

a violent civil war against us, seeking to destroy us. In 197% we were already strorger 
militarily and we also sought gradually to infiltpate the ELF's ranks, until the rank 

and file within the ELF itself revolted against the war and pressed for it to be concluded. 
And that is what happened. Between 1974 and 1978 we coexisted peacefully, until we 
decided in March this year to form a common front with a unified cammand for military 

and foreign policy issues, 


Our main differences are of an ideological nature. We are revolutionaries, opposed to 
man's oppression by man, and they are conservatives. They were even resorting to 
support from the conservative Arab countries before we formed the common front. 


Question: But will a confrontation between the EPLF and the ELF then be inevitable 
onee Eritrea has been completely libucated from Ethiopia? How does the EPLF view this 
issue’ 


Answer: We will seek to resolve our differences democratically after independence. We 
will continue the class struggle, however, until the working class holds power. 


Question: «hat kind of revolution doves che EPLF propose’ 


Answer: At the present stage we are conducting a democratic national revolution, which 
will pave the way to socialism. In the liberated areas we are effecting agrarian 

reform, nationalization of the land, education for everybody and unity among our nationali- 
ties. The EPLF has a democratic national program, struggling for a society without man's 
oppression by man and free from the superpowers. 
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wuestion: What is your analysis of the war between Ethiopia and Somalia? 


Answer; Somalia has its ow ambitions to set up a Greater Somalia, and the Ethiopians 
want the Ogaden. The people of the Ogaden are the main victims of these ambitions. 
They are opppressed by the Ethiopians, and historically they are not part of Ethiopia. 
They are different. We support the democratic struggle of the people of the Ogaden. 


At the same ‘ime, there are the interests of the big powers--the Americans, Soviets, 
Chinese and many others--in dominating the strategic area of the Horn of Africa. 


The Cuban-Soviet Support 


Qvestion: Talking about the Soviets, how do you view the Soviet and Cuban support for 
Ethiopia against Eritrea’ 


Answer: In the past, the Soviets were only openly in favor of our struggle betveen 
1950 and 1952, until the ynited Nations decided to federate Eritrea uith Ethiopia, 
without any consultation of the Eritrean people. Afterward, the Soviets simply fell 
Silent. As far as the Cubans are concerned, they supported us during the sixties, like 
the Chinese themselves, even by training our cadres. With the change of goverrment in 
Ethiopia and the accession to power of the military (who call themselves socialists but 
are no socialists at all, since they oppress the people just as much as Emperor Haile 
Selassie), Cuba and the USSR changed their stance and started to support the Ethiopian 
Goverrment. And we could not understand it. 


Well, the Red Sea is strategically of the utmost importance to the Russians, especially 
if we bear in mind that the United States controls the Middle East through Israel, 

Egypt and the reactionary Arab countries. The Russians lost Samalia, and Ethicpia has 
mot yet been stabilized. They have South Yemen, and if they have Ethiopia and Eritrea 
together, they will have absolute control over the Red Sea. So it is especially reasons 
of a strategic nature which cause the Russians to adopt that stance. 


As far as we are concerned, we are struggling to free the Red Sea from the influence of 
all the superpowers. We do not want Eritrea to become the playground of any superpower. 


Question: Sources in Havana state that the Cubans, despite supporting Ethiopia, have 
refused to take part in the struggle against the Eritrean guerrillas. To what extent 
is this true’ 


Answer: Look, the Cubans may not be on the battle front with weapons in their hands, but 
they are in fact taking part in the war against us. The Cubans are training Ethiopian 
troops to handle the Soviet weapons and are giving the Ethiopians full military assist- 
ance, just es the Russians are giving full econamic and military support. Wow Ethiopia 
is a very underdeveloped country and would be unable to sustain this war without all that 
support wich it is receiving from the USSR and Cuba. So the Soviet and Cuban involve- 
ment cannot be denied. Por instance, we know that there are Cubans in Asmara, Massave 
and other Eritrean cities, they may say that they will not intervene, but the fact is 


that they have already done so. 


However, we continue to call on the Russians and Cubans to suspend their support for 
Ethiopia, since this is an unjust ar. 
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Question: It was recently reported that an EPLF-ELF delegation visited Moscow for an 
imitial dialog. Did that visit actually take place? 


Answer: Wo, that's untrue. We have made mo visit to Moscow. 
SOMALIA 


IDEOLOGICAL CHIEF COMMENTS ON OAU SUMMIT 
LD2717%5Y Mogadiscio Domestic Service in Somali 0330 GMT 27 Jul 78 LD 


[Text] Inasmuch as the colonialists left Africa problems which obstruct its progress, 
it is now imperative for Africa to find the key to solve the problems confronting it 
which have now been created by foreign intervention in the African Continent. This is 
what Challe Muhammad Adan Shaykh, chairman of the Somali Revolutionary Socialist Party 
Ideological Affairs Bureau, told Ministry of Information reporters during an interview 
in his office last night. Challe Muhammad Adan, who was one of the presidential dele- 
gates attending the i5th OAU Summit Conference, added that the s.,erpowers, taking advan- 
tage of the disputes between African countries to further their own strategic interests, 
are openly interfering in African affairs. This was illustrated by the manner in which 
Russia and other Eastern European countries were nakedly invulved in the Horn of Africa 
issue. This new intervention has also prompted the former colonialists to try to 
recolonize Africa. However, the core of the problems in Africa lay in the colonialists' 
indifference toward its people, Challe Muhammad Adan said. 


The Ideological] Affairs Bureau chairman said that in the recent meeting in Khartoum, the 
African heads of state had come to realize that the defense and peace of Africa was the 
responsibility of Africa and that there was no red at all for anyone else to interfere. 
Challe Muhammad Adan said that the most importass issues debated were: the problems 
facing African countries; the liberation of the continent; foreign intervention; and 

the election of the secretary and his assistants. The chairmwn said that the debate on 
the most heated issues forced the meeting to contimue beyond its scheduled end. He also 
said that while the session was in progress, the presidents had been able to have various 
meetings to talk about the aims and interests of the African Continent. 


Asked how the meeting had viewed the problem of the Horn of Africa, he said that since 
its formation, the committee of eight countries assigned to probe and find a solution 
to the Horn issue had been constantly faced by arrogance and unwillingness to grant the 
rigit of self-determination to the struggling people. The Ideological Affairs Bureau 
chairman added that it was indisputable that the Abyssinians were colonizing people who 
wanted to be free of their oppression. This was illustrated by what Mr Bevin, a former 
British foreign secretary. had said when speaking on his plan for Abyssinia to abandon 
the lands it wag colonizing. Challe Muhammad Adan said that the long struggle of the 
people fighting for their self-determination had now reached its climax and Abyssinia 
was responsible for the problem inasmuch as it had refused the people of Western Somalia 
their right te govern themselves. 


It was unf>rtunate that during the Libreville conference which had set up the eigit- 
country conciliation committee to look into the Horn of Africa issue, the Abyssinians 
had suggested that the problem was a border dispute, whereas what they ought to have 
eGmitted was that it was in fact an issue between colonialists and the colonized people 
of Western Somalia. 
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Challe Muhammad Adan went on to say that after long discussions at the summit about the 
facts. difficulties and dimensions of the Horn of Africa problem. particularly the issue 

of Western Somalia and the naked acts of aggression by Abyssinia, a resolution had been 
acopted to the effect that Somalia and Abyssinia should withdraw their trocps at least 5 km 
away from the so-called border and that the committee of eight countries responsible for 
Solving the issue should continue its deliberations in order to reach a just solution. 


referring to the Eritrean problem, Challe Muhammad Adan said it was unfortunate that this 
(sSuc Was not included on the agenda although very fierce fighting was now going on at a 
place not far from the verme of the heads of states meeting. He added that the facts of 

» issue would soon be revealed t> Africa. The only reference to the issue of Eritrea 
at the meeting had been @uring discussions on the problems between Sudan and Abyssinia, 
in the course of which it was recognized that the core of the problem was Eritrea, Challe 
Mahammad said. He appealed to Africa to take constructive steps to overcome this problem. 


“e Ideological Affairs Bureau chairman also referred to the creation of a military force 
to defend the interests of Africa and said that after long debates the African heads of 
state had recognized that the defense of African interests should be an exclusively African 
responsibility. He concluded by saying that although Africa was now fully awake, it still 
lacked capacity and power, but it was vital that it should be able to make its own decisions. 


TANZANIA 


TEPMS POR RESUMING TRADE WITH KENYA SPELIED OUT 


LLCO 7TO9ISY Dar es Salaam in English to East, Central, and Southern Africa 1800 omT 26 Jul 78 


oe’ 


LD ‘SA 


Text) Dar es Saleam--Tanzania will consider resuming full trade with Kenya after all 
conditions laid down in the Mombasa agreement signed last year by the two countries have 
been implemented. The minister of trade, Néugu Rulegura, told parliament that it was a 
necessary condition (?preceding) that the Mombasa agreement be implemented first. 


He was answering a question by Ndugu (Kirigini), a member of parliament for Musoma rural 
district, who wanted to know if the government was considering any trade agreements with 
Kenya. The minister informed the house that Tarmania did not lose much of its trade 
following the closure of her border with Kenya early last year. Tanzania's exports to 
Kenya dropped from 234 million shillings in 1976 to 26 million shillings last year. 
Kenya's exports to Tammania which had been om the increase in the previous years slumped 


down to 138 million shillings last year. 
UGANDA 
AMIN RETURNS FROM KHARTOUM OAU SUMMIT 


LD232008Y Kampala Domestic Service in English 1900 omT 23 Jul 78 LD/EA 


(Summary) President Amin has returned home from Khartoum where he attended the 15th OAU 
summit meeting. 
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AKUPFO ANNOUNCES ‘HARSH MEASURES' FOR TRADE MALPRACTICES 
27135657 Accra GNA in English 1210 GMT 27 Jul 7° LD 


‘Text]) Accra, July 27, GNA--The Chanaian leader Lieutenant-General Prederick Akmffo 


said today his government would adopt “harsh measures" to deal with trade malpractices in 
thana and anybody involved would not be spared. 


He said the measures would contime until its aims were achieved. He added that whatever 
the status of the individuals involved, the government would te firs. 


General Akuffo was Speaking at the swearing-in of two newly-appointed commissioners here. 


They are Major-General Joshua Hamidu, chief of defense staff and Major-General Kwesi 
Sei-Boateng who have respectively replaced Major-General Robert Kotei and Major-General 


E.K. Utaka both on leave prior to retirement. 


In what is seen here as the government's first major step to deal with trade malpractices, 
the assets of a leading Lebanese motor company, the Fattal group of companies, have been 
‘rozen for their involvement in tax evasion and false declaration. 


The company is also to refund sume four-and-a-half million dollars to government. 


Another Lebanese concern, the Aschkar group of companies, has been ordered to pay to 
‘Overmment various sums for similar offences. 


SENEGAL 
ZAIRIAN PRIME MINISTER IN DAKAR ON OFFICIAL VISIT 
PA271902Y Paris AF. in Prench 1551 GMT 27 Jul 78 PA 


xt, Dakar, 27 Jul (APP)--Mpinga “asenda, prime minister of Zaire, was received on 


Thursday by Senegalese President Leopold Senghor who decorated him with the Senegalese 
rder of Merit. 


The <airian prime minister arrived here on Wednesday for an official 3-day visit. On 
"mursday, he held his first working meeting with the prime minister of Senegal, Abdou 


Vioul . 


linea “asemta thic afternoon will visit the low-cost housing department in Dakar and 
thi vening will host a dimmer in honor of the Senegalese prime minister. 


‘* 
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RHODESIA 
'OINT MINISTER CRONJE OUTLINES ELSZCTION PROPOSALS 
271306. Salisbury Domestic Service in English 1705 GMT 26 Jul 78 LD/CA 


Press conference by Rowan Cronje, Rhodesian joint education, health, manpower and s cia) 
‘. o3 ministers; time and place of press conference not specified--recorded ) 


‘Vext)] ([Cronje) Ladies and gentlemen, there have been so many questions and so much 
speculation in regard to the proposed majority rule elections at the end of this year 
“hat we thought that perhaps the best way of dealing with this was to get you all to- 
gether and tell you very briefly of those decisions witch have already been taken, give 
you Some of the reasons why they have been taken and to afford you the opportunity of 
asking questions which I trust will be relevant to the issue before us. As you all are 
aware, in terms of the Salisbury agreement, provision has been made for 72 black seats 
in @ parliament of 100, for 20 white seats to be chosen on a white electoral rol] and 
for 8 white seats to be chosen on a common voters’ roll of all the black and white voters, 
meaning all Rhodesian citizens above the age of 18. It is also proposed in terms of the 
agreement that elections would have to be held before the 3ist of December so that the 
nandover of goverrment can take place probably on midnight of the last day of the year. 


Now, subsequent to that, discussions have been taking place at Ministerial Council level] 
nd elsewhere in regard to a proposed senate. At Ministerial Council level, an agreement 
1as been reached in regard to the senate. It is proposed that the senate will be an 
entrenched provision in the proposed constitution, will consist of 50 members, 10 of which 
will be elected by an electoral college of the elected wiite members of parliament to be 
sovermment representatives and 10 elected by an electoral college of the black members of 
parliament and then 10 members to be elected by the Council of Chiefs. 


Consideration was also given to a president and there were two points of view: whether 
tnere should be a titular head of state or whether in fact it should be an executive 
president. And the feeling generally was that it is best to have a person in control of 
politics who will be answerable to parliament and hence to the nation and should be sub- 
‘ected to the questions and should be subjected to the responsibility of giving replies 
for actions and decisions taken to parliament. And therefore it was decided to adopt 
‘he system of a titular head, of president, as has been the custom in this country for 
many, many years. 


Now, after consideraing very carefully whether we should have a reristration program or 
a preregistration of voters before proposed elections take place, there were of course 
cany factors that we had to take into consideration, amongst which to a limited degree 
{s the @ifficulties which a team will experience in the present security situation, dif- 
fteulties not in registering the voters as such, but the time that will be required to 
-omplete such a registration exercise, and I am sure that you will appreciate [that] it 
will require an enormous organization to register more than 5 million people in every 
nook and cranny of Rhodesia and every urban area, protected village and tribal trust 
land tn time, sufficient time for an election and all the processes connected therewith 
to b pleted before the end of this year. Therefore we have decided for the seke of 
speed and forthesake of efficiency to do away with the registration exercise in regard 
tothe black voters' roll, if I could term it that. In fact,there will not be a voters’ 


roll. 
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Sut we will require of the black citizens who are Rhodesian citizens over the age of 15 
to present themselves at the polling booth and they will be identified with certain docu- 
ments which will be required to enable them to have a vote. I do not believe it is proper 
at this time to divulge what those dvcuments are to be, for obvious reasons. Therefore 
they will be required simply to produce documents of proof. 


We also considered the possibility of holding elections on the constituency system, that 
is, the sort of system that has been common in Britain, in Australia, South Africa, 
Rhodesia, most Western countries, and which has been traditional in this country. And 
after amalyzing the difficul*ies and the problem associated with this, we decided against 
it for reasons which I will indicate to you. If we decided on a constituency system we 
would have had to prepare ourselves in the months of Jume and July. Wow this decision 
was taken some time ago, to prepare and to recruit approximately 2,000 officials to be 
involved in a registration exercise. Obviously, in a constituency system you must have 

a registration exercise. We will have to train these people; we will have to get the 
necessary transport, the documents, the pajers and everything els: that is required to 
hold an election in these terms. And we have assumed that in times of normality we would 
require at least 5 months for a registration exercise to be complete. 


Well, we are not living in times of normality so we project that the period of registration, 
if we had a registration exercise, would have been considerably longer. Of course, after 
that you have to have a delimitation exercis::, to delimit the number of constituencies; 
and in terms of our experience with 90,000 woters and 50 constituencies in the past, the 
estimation of the experts in this field was ‘shat it would take at least 6 months for 
them to decide on the boundaries, to have an equality of voters in all constituencies, 
publish their findings, allow sufficient opportunity for people to object, for coisider - 
ation to be given to objections, for the surveyor-general to determine exactly what the 
boundaries of these constituencies are to be. And then of course you have to allow suf - 
ficient time for voters' rolls for 5 million people. And to do this efficiently you do 
require quite sophisticated computer facilities. While we do have sufficient computer 
facilities for 90,000 voters, ladies and gentlemen, we do not have sufficient facilities 
to computerize 5 million yotes in the way in which it is necessary. 


We have therefore decided on the party list system. “in party list system simply means 
that all those political parties who [as head) wish to participate in the forthcoming 
elections have to register by a particular Aay. They also have, in the order of priority, 
have to submit a list of the 72 candidates. The country will be regarded as one single 
comstituency. Pe ple will not vote for ‘adividual candidates but will vote for a parti- 
Cular political party or for the leader cf a particular party. And in accordance with 
the percentage of the total votes achieved by each individual political party, the number 
of seats will accordingly be allocated to that particular party. So in other words, if 
a political party won 60 percent of the total vote they [as heard] will be allocated 

£0 percent of the seats--of the 72 seats~--in the proposed parliament. And of course we 
will take 60 percent, the first 60 percent, of the names appearing on the list which they 
had submitted and those people will be the nominated members of parliament. 


Now, I aust point out to you that the party list system is a system which is adopted in 
several Western European countries and indeed by the state of Israel as well, so there is 
nothing strange or extraordinary about this. And the fact that we are not to have a regis 
tration exercise is nothing new either. When at the defunct Geneva conference there vas 

a discussion on the time period necessary to prepare for elections and for majority rule, 
the British Government themselves [as heard) proposed that we do away with the registration 
exercise. So there is nothing new in a nonmregistration exercise either. 
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-m regard to the proposed 20 wiite seats, we already have voters rolls and a delimitation 
exercise will have to be done. The possibility of appointing a delimitation commission is 
ander comsiceration if necessary. The necessary legislation has already been prepared, 
r .t could be dome administratively, to reduce the present 50 constituencies in the 

amtry to 20. And we will have elections because we already have voters rolls, because 
registration exercise of those between the age of 18 and 21 who are not eligible for 


a 

a vote under the present constitution--we can cope with that problem if we have to 

register them. And therefore in regard to the 20 white seats we will have a normal 
omotituency system of election, because there is no reason why not. 


Then, in regard to the 8 white seats, and you can recall in the terns of the Salisbury 
agreement that 6 white sea’s are to be elected cn a common voters’ roll consisting of 
the white and black voters; Rhodesian citizens over the age of 18. The white members 

f parliament will mominate 16 candidates; these 16 candidates will apyear on a ball.t 
paper in alphabetical fora; the country as a whole will be required to vote for 8 o: the 
ié6; if on @ ballot paper, votes are brought out on less than 8 candidates, that ballor 
paper will be accepted. If on a ballot paper there are more than eight votes, then that 
paper will be spoiled, it will not be accepted. ; 


Now it is fundamental as far as we are comerned, because of the attitude of Dr Owen in 
the House of Commons quite recently, that if the elections are free, fair and impartial, 
and by polling and going to she polling booth and voting it is indicated that a majority 
of black and white Khodesians support the internal agreement, “nen obviously the British 
Joverrmment will nave to accept it whether they like it or not. Therefore, from our point 
f view we want to be scrupulous in insuring that the elections to be held are indeed 
fair, that they are free, and indeed that they are impartial. And therefore consideration 
has been given to the appointment of something which is common in many British common- 
wealtnm countries, which is termed an electoral supervisory committee, or commission, this 
commission to be appointed by the state president after nominations of names have been 


received from the prime minister. 


The prime minister will only nominate or present these names to the state president after 
compultation with the leader of “he opposition. This commission is to consist of no less 
‘han three and not more than five members. The chairmanis to bea Judge of the high court 
an @ex-judge of the high court. Consideration has been given to this. Wow in normal 
ipeumstances this commission will only be appointed once you have had your constitution 
‘cepted and your electoral law accepted in parliament, but because we want to insure 
that everyone is satisfied that the whole electoral process is properly sup-rvised we 
are giviog consideration and a bill is already in existence--it only awaits final decision 
rr this to be presented to parliament--that we appoint this electoral supervisory commission 
ariier, in fact as soon as possible so that they can be part and parcel of supervising 
» whole election process right from the beginning. Wow, if tue principle of the 
Lectoral supervisory commission is finally accepted, for the first election this commission 
will be appointed by the state president after receiving advice from the Executive Courci). 
ow the process of the prime minister, of consultation with the leader of the opposition 
ind then presenting it to the president, will be subsequent, but for the first election 
‘he president will appoint these members as I have indicated to you after nominations 


- 


have been received from the “xecutive Council. 
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We have also considered it necessary that, because of the size and the encrmous complexities 
and the enormous work, that a separate crganization is to be set up under control and 
supervision of the registrar-general to deal with the 72 black seats and the election of 
the 5 common roll white seats, that it is to be headed by a national coordinator who will 
be supported by provincial returning officers, and these 8 provincial returning officers 
will be assisted by district returning officers--and in Rhodesia we have approximately 

50 districts--and these district returning officers in each district will be one blaek 

mai: and one white man in every district. It is hoped and it is thought, because of the 
political nature of those people, that we will draw all these officials, all this personnel, 
from the public service and from the United African Teaching Service; then, of course, 
these people will have those assisting them at the various polling booths, and it is 
estimated that we will have between 1,500 and 2,000 polling booths throughout the country. 


Now I think perhaps, to indicate to you some of the difficulties, I'd like to give to you 
my Own personal view and that of my colleagues with regard to a proposed timetable, to 
have elections before the 3lst of December this year--I have to reiterate that this, with 
our experience and after our investigations as we see a proposed timetable, this is not 
official at this stage yet. And obviously these steps follow each other. So we assume 
that we must have elections before the end of the year, and we started from that point 

and worked back to determine the date at which the various processes will have to be 
completed if we want elections at the beginning of December. We have estimated that before 
the 20th of October, the following processes will have to have been completed: The final 
draft of the constitution would have been finelized, would have to be accepted at a 
referendum of the white electorate, the present electorate, and it would have to have 

been passed and enacted by parliament before the 20th of October, and that at that time 
the delimitation commission would nave and must have reported on their findings in regard 
to reduction of the 50 white seats to 20 white constituencies, and this delimitation 
commission report, or whether it is done administra:‘ively or by an independent commission 
is immaterial at this stage, but the delimitation exercise must have been completed. And 
this, we believe, will allow for approximately 5 weeks to enable the preparation of the 
voters! rolls to be finalized and to be produced. Then, on or before the 24th, the electoral 
college of wnite members of parliament must have nominated the 16 candidates for the 
proposed 8 white common roll seats. And secondly, that the political parties who wish to 
contest the 72 black seats must have registered. Then on or before *he 3lst of October, 
tne nomination of candidates for the 20 white seats must have been ready and finalized, 
that the parties must have submitted the list of names of the 72 candidates to fight the 
election, an* the commission report on the 20 constituencies--as indicated before--must 
have been recdy. This will a)1ow for a period of approximately 6 weeks to enable the 
printing of the various ballot papers, the three sets of ballot papers. We have made exten- 
sive investigations and we are sure that even using all the facilities of the private 
sector, 6 weeks is the minimum period required for the printing and the preparation of 

the three different sets of ballot papers. 


Then on or before 3 December, the printing and the distribution of the ballot papers, and 
that very early in December, possibly from, for instance, the 4th to the 6th of December, 
actual elections. Because of the number of voters, because of the wide distribution of 
voters and because of the necessity for prospective voters to produce proof of citizenship. 
age, etc, and for the necessity'for the officer in charge of the polling booth to satisfy 
himself that this person offering himself to cast his vote is indeed qualified in terms 

of the decisions reached, I would estimate that we would need approximately 3 days of 
voting by black voters and in regard to the 20 reats, as normal, one day will suffice. 
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After that, it is our estimation that approximately 7 days will be needed for the 
collection of the ballot boxes at central, provincial and district areas, aud the actual 
counting of the 3 million votes. And, therefore, by approximately the 18th of December 
there must be a meeting of the 3 electoral colleges to elect a senate as I've indicated 
at the beginning of my address to you. The white members of parliament to elect the 10 
white senators, the black members of the parliament to nominate the 10 government repre- 
sentatives and the Council of Chief to elect the 10 chiefs of the Senate. Of course, in 
the meantime, the members of parliament would have to be sworn in; the senators have to 
be sworn in to comply with the constitutional arrengements. And then we allow from the 
18th of Decemler for about 5 to 7 days for these 3 electoral colleges ‘o sit and for the 
decisions to be made, then somewhere before Christmas for the House of Assembly and the 
senate to meet together as an electoral college to elect the new president. 


l repeat, lodies and gentlemen, that this timetable is not official; it has got no 
official blessing, but, from our experience and our considerations and our calculations, 
this is approximately the timetable which we foresee will be necessary if we want to meet 
the date of the 3lst of December. And l'm pretty sure if you analyze this timetable you 
will see it is a pretty tight schedule. All I can say to you is that my committee, or 
our joint committee, has been given the tssk to plan for the elections and that is exactly 
what we have done. Whether it will be possible, practicably possible, for all these 
processes to be completed, whether circumstances in our country will make it possible for 
these elections to be held before the 3lst of December, only time will tell. All I can 
tell you is that we are sincerely, very honestly, and very industriously, if I can use 
that word, working toward a change on the date of the 3lst of December. There is no 
holding back. There is no delaying whatsoever. We are doing everything within our 

power to reach that date. We are absolutely sincere in that. if circumstances in the 
country do not make it possible, then the transitional goverrment as a whole will have to 
face up to that problem and it will have to deal with that problem. I repeat (the govern- 
ment as a whole will have to deal with that. Speaking personally, if circumstances in 
the country are not right that these elections be held before then, I believe it would be 
wrong to have a chaotic situation simply for the sake of an arbitrary date. That is 
basically what I have to say. If there are any questions either to myself or to my 
colleague, you are most welcome. 


[Question] (Scott Gleason), UPI. Recently, one of your colleagues said that if there 
were nocease-fire there could be no elections. May I ask you how extensive a cease-fire 
will be required for the elections to be held? 


[Answer] Well, I think one has got to be realistic and face up to it that if the war 
situation makes it extremely difficult for elections to be seen to be free, fair and 
impartial, then that is a problem we wi 1 have to face up to. And, of course, the leaders 
of the Patriotic Front have indicated very clearly and publicly that target number one will 
be the polling booth and they will endeavor to do everything possible to prevent the 
holding of elections, which to my way of thinking is very strange indeed. And this is 

a challenge which I issue to them. Come back and let the people decide and do not 
endeavor to impose your will and gain power through the barrel of a gun, maybe against 

the wishes of the people. But I think if the war escalates any further, then it is - 
realistic question. It is something that we will have to face up to. 


[Question] (Maureen Johnson), ASSOCIATED PRESS. What sort of a turnout would you regard 
as satisfactory? 
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[Answer] Yes, I think we have got to accept that there will probably be extensive 
intimidation, particularly in the tribal trust lands, if taere is no dramatic change in 

the course of the war before that date. [as heard] It's very difficult to put percentages; 
I'd rather not do it. Sixty percent? I don't know. I hesitate to put down a percentage 
figure. I don't know whether my colleague wants to say something on that? 





(Answer--by Joint Minister Gibson Magaramombe] Well, I could only indicate that in private 
conversation with some of tne visiting British MP's, it has been brought to ou> attention 
that certainly the British Goverment, be it Labor govermaent or Conservative government, 
would not accept anything from this endeavor, from this exercise, which is polled less 
than 60 percent. Any further questions? 


[Question] ([Newsman's identification indistinct] Are you satisfied that you are not 
engaging here in what could turn out to be an exercise in futility? 


[Answer--Cronje] Certainly not, sir. 


{Answer--Magaramombe] I wonder if I could come in tnere. It's a very involved and com- 
plex question and because of the great amount of pessimism as to our gemine intention 

of trying to bring this exercise to its conclusion, that is to say, whether we are 

sincere in working toward implementing the exercise leading to elections which will result 
in black majority rule. I think it must be made very clear that is our utter determination 
to hold elections, according to our Maren 5 agreement. We would not have entered into 
this exercise at all if we knew it was just doomed from the start. 


{[Answer--Cronje] I think one could approach the whole uncertain situation in which we Sind 
ourselves in two ways. We can sit back and say, well, we don't lixe the situation and 

we have serious doubts about the future but if we are truly and really serious about this 
country and the future of this country, in our great concern for the future of our 
children and people who are third generation people, who have grown old in this country, 
who cannot start afresh or anew elsewhere, we must tackle this and regard this as probably 
the greatest challenge that this nation has ever faced, white or black. And we have never 
flinched from accepting a challenge in the past. But for the sake of what has been achieved 
by white and black Rhodesians in this part of the world, white and black Rhodesians must 
dedicate themselves as never before. You know a black man said to me no so lnng ago: 

Yes, if things went mad and completely and totally wrong, whites can go elsewiere. What 
about us? And so we have a grave responsibility towards reasonable and moderate blacks 

as much as we have to whites. 


[Answer--Magaramombe] I would like to make a comment on the referendum question which 
was very many times referred to by many people here and on other occezions. They have 
often said: What wouldtmppen if the whites in this country reject by referendum? I 
personally feel that the white Rhodesians in this country have good commonsense. They 
see on the other hand, the consequences. The choices before them are only, in my way 
{of thinking], two: either to go on facing sanctions, meeting the consequences of this 
bush war and savage war and go on to their burial, or else come to reason and try to 
meet and form a multiracial government which is objective enough, which will preserve 
good civilization, which will make this country stable with good economic principles, 
which will avoid the communists taking over the country and work together realistical.y 
for something that will lead to black majority rule, which will uphold the white confi- 
dence and that will take a realistic stake in trying to see that the economy of the 
country does not deteriorate. 
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I believe that many of our good whites in this country are not emotional. They have 

seen what has happened anywhere where people are not coolheaded and, therefore, that logic 
will prevail. I believe that even in the referendum thing they will have to see what is 
best for their own survival. 





MUGABE INSISTS ON TRANSFER OF FULL POWERS 
PA271639Y Paris AFP in English 1629 GMT 27 Jul 78 PA 


[Text] Salisbury, July 27 (AFP)--Total control of the army, the police and the air force 
would have to accompany any settlement of the Rhodesian problem through negotiations sponsored 
by the British Government, the co-leader of the Patriotic Front guerrilla movement, Robert 
Mugabe, said in a newspaper interview published here ‘*oday. 


Mr Muxguse told the ZIMBABWE TIMES that total power had to be transferred to the people of 
Zimbabwe (the nationalist name for Rhodesia), “and by power we mean not just the fact of a 
political majority in parliament or in government but also the other instruments cf physical 
control--the army, the police and the air force--must be our own. 


"Smith's forces must g and t..cy must be replaced by our forces. Now, if those two aspects 
are satisfied, of course ve would ourselves conclude that agreement has been reached, " 
Mr Mugabe said. 


He was emphatic that the March 35 internal agreement between Prime Minister Ian Smith and 
tnree moderate black nationalist leaders had to be rejected “in toto" by Rhodesian blacks. 
"and they must support our endeavours to bring about a settlement based on the Anglo- 


American proposals," he said. 


On the planned Anglo-American all-party conference to negotiate a settlement for Rhodesia, 
Mr Mugabe said the Patriotic Front's position remained the same--the negotiations would have 
to be between the Patriotic Front and the British. "If the British want to invite Smith 
they are free to do so but they should not expect that negotiations would be between us and 
the internal regime," Mr Mugabe said. 


"Negotiations must remain strictly between us and the British because they are the colonial 
power. We hold that we represent the people and that we are the authentic expression of the 


majority of the people," he said. 


Commenting on his personal political belief, Mr Mugabe said he had experienced socialist 
societies based on Marxist-Leninist theories. 


"They have excellent principles and, insofar as those principles do not vitiate the 
Christian notion, I accept them," he said. 


Mr Mugabe rejected domination by whites simply because they were white. The whites dominated 
economy, the civil service, the land system and the people were " the underdogs," he said. 


"The society which we envisage is one which eliminates the racialist approach completely 
and is based on the theory on non-racialism, where men are regarded as equal, regardless 
of their race, colour or creed and which regards a man as a man, which regards the skills 
which a person has as the only consideration for the renumeration which he gets," he said. 


There would be a future for whites in Zimbabwe, but they would have to “cleanse themselves" 
of racialistic theories, Mr Mugabe said. But the blacks would also have a duty after 
majority rule to treat whites as equal and not oppress them, he said. 
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JOINT MINISTER GIVES TWO REASONS FOR CEASE-FIRE DELAY 
ID241202Y Salisbury Domestic Service in English 1745 GMT 21 Jul 78 LD/CA 


(Text] The joint minister of transport and power, Mr Bill Irvine, says the two main 
reasons for the failure to achieve a cease-fire are the support given to the Patriotic 
Front by the British Government and that the case made by the interim government to 

the black population has appeared half-hearted. Speaking in Chiredzi tonight, the 
minister said that unless an effective cease-fire can be brought about there can be no 
fair election. He pointed out that an election held under the conditions of intimidation 
presently rampant in many tribal areas would be a farce and treated as such outside 
Rhodesia. 


On a day-to-day basis, Mr Irvine said, the transitional government is working well and 
black and white have come to appreciate each other's ‘int of view. There's a deep 
realization of what the white man has done for Rhodesia and of the absolute necess‘ty 
of creating conditions which give him confidence to s:° in this country. He said re 
would not support any constitution which did not guararitee a peaceful and prospercus 
future for all. 


SOUTH AFRICA 
FOREIGN MINISTER WARNS OF POSSIBLE CONFRONTATION WITH UN 
LD271636Y Johannesburg Interna:ional Service in English 1600 GMT 27 Jul 78 LD 


(Text ] The South African foreign minister, Mr Roelof Botha, says that if the United 
Nations Security Council fails to reach agreement in its debate on South-West Africa 
this evening. this could result in a serious situation in which there would be a 
confrontation between the United Nations and South Africa. Botha said in New York that 
this could lead in turn to the UN taking acticn against South Africa. Mr Botha made it 
clear that South Africa will stand firm on the question of Walvis Bay regardless of “he 
consequences. 


Walvis Bay is South African territory but the South-West African People's Organization 
has demanded that it be declared an integral part of South-West Africa. Mr Botha also 
said that he had received no firm intimation of the attitude which the Western powers 
would adopt when the debate got under way this evening. He said the wording which the 
Western delegates used in expressing their support for the resolution on Walvis Bay 
would be crucial in determining what South Africa's attitude would be. 


Namibia Decision Rejected 
OW2B81003Y Paris AFP ir. English 0939 GMT 28 Jul 78 OW 


[Text] Pretoria, July 28 (AFP)--South African Premier John Vorster today rejected any 
link between recent demands on the deep sea port of Walvis Bay and the Western settlement 
plan in Namibia. At the same time, Mr Vorster did not indicate what his government's 
final decision would be on the implementation of the Western plan accepted by Security 
Council Resolution No l. 


The South African prime minister also left the door apparently open to negotiaticns 
with a friendly South-West Africa (Namibia) on the Walvis Bay harbour and its future use. 
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Mr Vorster confirmed at the same time that his Poreign Minister R.F. Pik Botha would 
return to Pretoria over the weekend and that South Africa's decision on the implementa- 
tion of the Western proposals would probably be forthcoming next week after the scheduled 


cabinet meeting on Tuesday, August 1. 


Mr Vorster said Walvis Bay was South African territory and no decision of the United 
Nations or any other body could deprive South Africa of it. In fact only a decision of 
the South African parliament can bring about a change in status and possession of the 
territory of Walvis Bay. The decision of the Security Council therefore has no legal 
force and the government cannot allow that it be dictated to as to what it should do 
with its property or how it should control or administer it, Mr Vorster said. 


He added at the same time: To negotiate with a friendly goverrment in South-West Africa 
(Namibia) on the harbour and its use is one matter and speaks for itself, but to make 
demands and to link these demands with a settlement in South-West Africa is a different 
matter which is unconditionally rejected by the South African Goverrment. 


Premier Vorster did not comment further. 


PLANS TO DEVELOP NUCLEAR WEAPONS DENIED 
LD270616Y Johannesburg International Service in English 0300 GMT 27 Jul 78 LD 


{Text ] The chairman of the South African Atomic Energy Board, Dr Roux, has reiterated 
that South Africa is not interested in developing miclear weapons. His statement comes 
after publication in London of a book, describing what it terms secret cooperation on 
miclear power between South Africa and West Germany. The book alleges that, with West 
German help, South Africa has either developed or is developing muclear weapons. Dr 
Roux said the allegations in the book were another typical attempt by some people to 
embarrass South Africa in the eyes of the world, 


TERRORISM TRIAL RESUMES IN BETHAL 


LD24%1200Y Johannesburg International Service in English 1100 omT 24 Jul 78 LD 


[Text] South Africa's largest terrorism act trial has resumed in the circuit court in 
the Transvaal town of Bethal. Eighteen alleged members of the banned Pan-Africanist 
Congress aged between 20 and 65 are standing trial on charges under the terrorism act and 
of serving the aims of an outlawed organization. All of them are pleading not guilty. 
The indictment runs to 50 pages and covers events over 14 years in seven South African 
cities and in three foreign countries. 
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